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Abstract	  
	  
This	  dissertation	  is	  intended	  as	  an	  ‘ethnography	  of	  the	  particular’	  that	  might	  demonstrate	  
the	  inter-­‐subjectivity	  of	  ‘hosts’	  and	  ‘guests’—subject-­‐positions	  so	  often	  presented	  as	  static	  
and	  oppositional—of	  township	  tourism	  in	  Cape	  Town,	  South	  Africa.	  While	  there	  is	  a	  breadth	  
of	  tourism	  research	  across	  social	  science	  disciplines,	  the	  majority	  engage	  in	  a	  continuing	  
debate	  that	  emphasize	  either	  the	  ‘hosts’	  or	  ‘guests’	  of	  a	  global	  tourism	  industry	  as	  either	  the	  
victims	  or	  profiteers	  of	  exploitation,	  or	  else	  innovative	  and	  entrepreneurial	  agents	  of	  
change.	  	  This	  research	  seeks	  to	  sit,	  if	  uncomfortably,	  within	  the	  ambiguities	  of	  systemized	  
power	  and	  the	  potentialities	  of	  interaction.	  Taking	  Urry’s	  ‘tourist	  gaze’	  (1990)	  as	  an	  entry	  
point	  to	  rethink	  debates	  concerning	  tourism	  and	  postcolonial	  subjectivities,	  ‘the	  gaze’	  is	  
reconsidered	  as	  both	  a	  theory	  and	  a	  method	  for	  understanding	  the	  inter-­‐subjective	  
processes	  of	  seeing,	  imagining	  being	  seen,	  and	  being	  seen	  seeing	  within	  tourism	  encounters.	  
By	  narrowing	  attention	  to	  the	  experiences	  of	  one	  family	  employed	  in	  township	  tourism	  and	  
their	  interactions	  with	  their	  guests,	  I	  offer	  detailed	  and	  descriptive	  instances	  and	  
conversation	  that	  comment	  on	  recent	  concerns	  of	  mobility	  and	  identity	  construction,	  
belonging	  and	  signifying	  difference,	  and	  the	  commoditization	  of	  ‘culture’	  under	  late	  
capitalism.	  	  	  
	  
While	  taking	  the	  problematics	  of	  power	  seriously	  by	  offering	  historical	  and	  political	  
contexts,	  I	  also	  take	  seriously	  notions	  of	  conviviality	  (Nyamnjoh	  in	  Werbner	  2002),	  inter-­‐
subjectivity,	  and	  forms	  of	  agency	  that	  emerged	  within	  the	  ambiguities	  of	  a	  relatively	  new	  
mode	  of	  tourism	  in	  South	  Africa,	  taking	  place	  at	  a	  time	  of	  transition,	  transformation,	  and	  
uncertainty.	  	  The	  perhaps	  naïve	  attempt	  here	  then,	  is	  to	  look	  for	  the	  transformative	  
potentials	  in	  the	  ambiguities	  and	  ambivalences	  surrounding	  township	  tourism,	  as	  an	  
industry	  representing	  evidence	  of	  further	  penetration	  by	  neoliberalism	  in	  sub-­‐Saharan	  
Africa,	  that	  does	  not	  pardon	  the	  proclivities	  of	  late	  capitalism	  to	  widen	  the	  gaps	  of	  social	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I have included two photographs with this article that I feel best capture what I gained 
from my time [at the children’s hospital]. The first one is one of the children of [the ward 
I worked in] with tears dripping down his cheeks. I chose this particular photograph 
because it is strikingly similar to photographs used on rice bowls and on TV ads that 
reinforce the stereotype of the African child. Having taken the photograph, it is almost 
comical the reason for such grief and challenges the stereotype with great strength. He 
isn’t hungry, or in pain; he is actually crying because he is afraid of the sprinkler on the 
playground. The kids [in this ward] grew to adore the sprinkler and played in it for hours 
to help cool off on hot days. [The boy photographed] did not like the sprinkler and was 
quite terrified of it and therefore kept me company while others played (Entler 2011).!
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